Background: It is found that if attitudinal or behavioural freedom is threatened or reduced, a person becomes motivationally aroused (Kraus, 1995), which generates psychological reactance leading to a noncompliant attitude or behaviour on the assumption that freedom will be restored (Brehm, 1966). It is hypothesized that individuals who do not believe in psi or paranormal phenomena (non-believers) are more prone to reactance than compliant believers. Theoretically, a reactance treatment in the form of an opinionated communication, will raise reactance, which will remain high if no outlet is provided, and since there is a relationship between attitude and behaviour, we can expect higher noncompliant behaviours in non-believers under threat due to an induced change in attitude towards psi, leading to target avoidance and therefore psi missing. Storm, Ertel, and Rock (2013) and Storm and Rock (2014) have found support for this hypothesis.
